An apoptotic response to photodynamic therapy with endogenous protoporphyrin in vivo.
CDF1 mice bearing the colon-26 tumor were treated with aminolevulinic acid (200 mg kg-1) by tail-vein injection, with tumor sites irradiated 4 h later at 633 nm (75-120 J cm-2). 10 h after irradiation, samples of tumors were removed for histology studies and analysis of DNA fragmentation by static gel electrophoresis. The resulting patterns indicate an apoptotic response to photodynamic therapy with endogenously formed protoporphyrin.